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Next meeting Tuesday, May 12th, 2015 @ 7:30 PM
APRIL TUBER SALE AND AUCTION

There will also be a presentation regarding our own ADS
sanctioned Trial Garden in Canby.

Treasurer Larry Sawyer will have a complete financial
report at the May meeting. Preliminary figures look like
we are close to budget. Thanks to the many tuber donors.
Thanks to all the volunteers who helped at the
preparation workshops and a huge thanks to the Gitts
Family and Swan Island Dahlias for the use of their
facilities for packaging and generous donation of tubers
and packaging supplies. Special thanks to those that
helped with clean-up of the hall after the sale. My
apologies to anyone not mentioned and mega thanks to
everyone who helped make this sale a success.

COOKIES FOR MAY
Cookie bakers for May are Larry Smith and Jeanette
Benson. Since we anticipate a good number of people for
the Plant and tuber close out sale, could a few additional
members help with a few cookies? Many donors make
for a sweet refreshment interlude.

Clearview Daniel

PROGRAM FOR MAY
Our May program will feature the final sale of the
remaining tubers after the Master Gardeners’ Sale. (As
and if available). Tuber selection might not be great, but
close out pricing promises to be rock bottom!
Each year many of our members take cuttings of the
newer more desirable varieties. This year our members
will be donating a few of their green plant crop to our
plant auction. This year we again plan to project digital
images of the new offerings. Teresa Bergman has again
consented to handle this task using the society’s digital
projector. Could those members bringing plants e-mail
Teresa with a list of what you are bringing? Teresa’s email address is: larryteresa@msn.com If you have
a superior digital image of the variety could you e-mail it
to Teresa as well?
We will also have a discussion about planting, staking
and tying dahlias and the upcoming growing season.

SOME THOUGHTS ON GROWING
DAHLIAS IN THE PORTLAND AREA
By Ted Kennedy
When should I plant my dahlias?
The classic answer to that question has been Mother’s
Day or about May 10th. The soil is warm and dry enough
to work and the tubers or plants will grow very fast.
Having said that, I know people who plant much earlier,
perhaps planting as early as April 15th or so. Frost has
occurred as late as April 22nd at my house. Even if it
does not frost, the soil is cold and wet. Tuber rot
becomes a real issue under such conditions. Another
reason not to plant early is the risk that there will be a
rainy period after you plant and the weeds will grow very
fast and you cannot get out there and weed. There is no
reason to plant rooted cuttings until the last frost date is

behind us and again the best date to plant them is right
around May 10th.
But how late can I plant dahlias and have them bloom?
One of our club members has been known to plant as late
as July 1st because the soil has been very wet where she
plants. I would advise people to plant before June 15 th if
at all possible. I personally try to get everything planted
before June 1st.

become crowded and have started to circle around the
outside of the ball, all soil should be washed off and the
roots spread out in the hole before covering them up. If
this is not done, proper development of the tubers is
hindered and they are apt to be so badly twisted together
when dug that it will be almost impossible to divide them
without heavy loss. Another reason for this treatment is
that if not done the roots may continue to grow in a tight
mass and not spread out far enough to procure the
necessary food and moisture. The result is a stunted
plant.

How deep should I bury my tubers?
I put them under about six inches of soil. One club
member likes to plant eight inches deep and he says it
helps the plant produce more tubers. Some others start
out at four to five inches and mound some soil around
the sprouts when they come up, much as people mound
the soil around potatoes.
I have some rooted cuttings. How deep should I plant
them?

Cover the roots and partly fill the hole with soil, firming
it well around them but leaving a depression or cup
which may be filled with water. The hole should be
filled in as soon as the water has soaked away. A small
amount of fertilizer dissolved in this water, any of the
starter solutions recommended for use with tomato
plants, or a B1 solution, will aid the plants in getting off
to an early start. It will pay to water the plants the day
before setting out with a like solution giving them an
added pickup to counteract the shock of being
transplanted.

I plant them a few inches deeper than what they were in
the pot so that the plant will grow some tubers along the
stalk. If the plant is really tall it can be planted in a
slanted hole (trench). If you plant too deep (more than
seven or eight inches), the soil is colder and the plant
may not grow as well.
What is the most important thing to do after I have
planted my tubers and plants?
Make sure that you have controlled the slug population
in your garden. Slugs are the number one enemy of
dahlias early in the season and will eat the sprouts as
they come up. They will sometimes even burrow down
into the ground to live right on top of your tuber and the
tuber will never seem to sprout. I have found too that the
baby slugs are the worst, as there are so many of them
and they grow really fast. Do whatever you can to
control the slugs early in the season. Surprisingly, once
the plants are two feet tall or so, slugs do not bother
them.

CARE OF GREEN PLANTS
It is best to set them out in the cool of the day although
this is not absolutely necessary. Shading them with a
couple of shingles or an inverted peach basket for a few
days will aid them in getting off to a good start. Do not
be afraid of them. They are very much like a tomato
plant in their requirements and the way they should be
handled. If they were very dry when received
submerging the ball of soil in a pail of water until all air
bubbles cease to rise before planting them out will prove
beneficial. Examine the ball of soil and if it is found that
the roots have become pot-bound; i.e., the roots have

Hollyhill Angela, 2015 ADS Medal Winner
Green plants should receive steady cultivation from the
time they are set out to promote steady growth. As they
are unlike tubers in having a root system already formed
they should be watered occasionally if the weather is at
all dry. With a green plant both a root system and a top
growth have been developed when set out and that top
growth must have both food and water if it is to be kept
growing steadily. Most failures from green plants are
due to lack of care in their early growth, allowing the
plant to harden and really stunting it. If this happens it
will pay to cut the top off above the lower leaves and get
a new growth started.
After the plants have become established the top should
be pinched out to promote more bushy growth. If the
plant tends to be tall and leggy it may be advisable to cut

it back far enough so that only a couple of sets of leaves
are left.

PLANTING AND ALLIED SUBJECTS
In selecting tubers for planting, small ones are
preferable. The eyes are nearly all on the crown where
the tuber is attached to the stalk. The main body of the
tuber merely serves as storehouse for food to supply the
young plants until it can develop feed roots of its own.
Planting a large tuber is simply supplying the young
plant with an overabundance of food and tends to
discourage it from developing a good supply of feeder
roots of its own. If one has to use a large tuber, part
should be removed and the cut surface dusted with sulfur
before planting.

The previous two items are excerpts from Practical
Dahlia Culture published by the Portland Dahlia Society
in 1946.

Maybe we will be able to start working the ground soon.
My guess is that we are still in store for some relatively
cold and wet weather during parts of May and June. Stay
tuned.
When can the ground be worked? Try hand working a
few areas. How does the soil cling together? If the soil
seems tight and adobe like, with water puddling in the
bottom of the excavation, you need to let it dry out more.
If in a week to ten days, the tops of hand turned soil look
a bit dry, take another look. Try loosely packing a ball
of earth in your hand then drop it to the ground from hip
high. If it breaks up on impact, your soil may be ready to
till. What needs to be avoided is soil compaction caused
by roto-tilling soil that is too wet. If you see you are
creating a gummy gooey mess, STOP! Revisit and reevaluate your situation after ten days of relatively dry
weather.
Dahlias are a resilient species. In late June and July they
can easily make up for lost time in a hurry. Better to
have them in a little late, than succumb to rot in cold wet
soil.
What causes the new growth on my dahlias to be yellow
or lighter green in color? Generally, this is the plants
reaction to colder night time temperatures. You will see
that different varieties display this characteristic to
varying degrees. This yellow coloration is not
permanent and the plants will gradually grow out of it.

Hollyhill Tigress

Do you have some clumps left in the ground from last
year? If they are in a well drained location like you
would find near the eves of your home, they might now
be coming up. If you would like to dig them up, divide
and replant them this can be done all at once. Just make
sure that each tuber you replant has a sprout or some
growth. If you do this a little later in the season with
some green growth on the plant, this is not a problem.
After you have lifted the clump, carefully work your
spade from the underside of your clump to make your
divisions. Next replant your divided starts. You will
encounter some wilting which can be mitigated by
shading with a piece of cardboard staked vertically on
the South side of the plant. (Easier to find than a peach
basket) After moving to the new location, the wilting
should go away in about ten to fourteen days. Do not
attempt to compensate for the wilting by over watering.
This will only encourage tuber rot. Once the feeder roots
begin to re-establish themselves in the new location, all
will be well.

THOUGHTS ON THIS SEASON
Late April and early May seem to be shaping up to be
a mixture of warm and wet.

Good luck and best wishes in all your gardening
endeavors!

MY JOURNEY ALONG THE
DAHLIA PATHS (From Then to
Now) By Gary Murphy

As I make plans for my 38th year of growing our
favorite flower, I find myself remembering how I
got started in this highly addictive pursuit. It all
began in the late summer of 1976 when my wife,
Dory, and I decided to take a drive up to Timberline
Lodge on the SW flank of Mt. Hood. Along with
us that day was our 4+ month old daughter,
Heather. On our way we passed a large garden
that fronted the road and it was awash in a sea of
color. We agreed to stop by on our way home to
find out just what type of flower made such a
profusion of color. On our return we pulled into
Doris’ Dahlias and were warmly greeted by the
owner, Doris Johnson. A lovely lady, Doris took us
on a tour of the commercial dahlia garden and, at
one point, asked if she could hold Heather (to which
Heather made on objection). I believe that this is
the beginning point of my addiction to dahlias. I
promptly ordered about 20 different dahlias for the
next spring’s planting.
I picked up my order and found that Doris had
included a number of free tubers as part of my
order. With some instructions on proper cultivation
and planting techniques from Doris, I headed off
into my first attempt at growing dahlias. I’ve kept a
list of the dahlias that I planted in ’77. Here are
some of the cultivars I enjoyed that year: Myfanwy
B SC Fl, Purple Globe BA PR, Margaret Campbell
MB FL, Stanza BB FD Br (this dahlia is listed in
the 2015 Classification Handbook and was
originated in 1960), Skagit Night M FD DkR, Prof.
Van Slogteren B LC PK, Sure Thing B C R, and
Golden Leader BB FD Y.
For the most part, I struggled the first few years I
grew dahlias. In the early 80’s I made contact with
the Portland Dahlia Society and found it to be a
source of information and, more importantly,
mentoring which vastly improved my
understanding of dahlia cultivation and
identification. A natural progression led me to take
a judging course taught by Wayne Shantz, which
moved me into the dahlia judging arena. I continue
to show (though not as vigorously as in earlier

Hollyhill Liz MB DB Pr/Wh

years) and have been a Senior Judge for many
years. I am also involved in the maintenance and
judging of the Canby Trial Garden located at Swan
Island Dahlias. As a side note: around the age of 13
Heather became the youngest candidate judge in the
country (perhaps Doris had something to do with
that).
When I joined the Portland Dahlia Society, I was
the youngest member and today I am one of the
older members. A few years ago I was honored to
be voted a life member of the PDS. In looking back
it has been a memorable journey down the dahlia
path(s) and what stands out the most are the people
I’ve met along the way. It is my association with
other dahlia enthusiasts, past and present, that has
made my walk along the dahlia paths such a
meaningful and all-encompassing experience.
I trust that your journey along your dahlia path(s)
will be as memorable as mine. I hope that your life
will be enriched as a result of your association with
the dahlia and those that admire and cultivate it.
Best wishes to all for a bountiful and fun filled 2015
growing season.
Editor’s Note: Gary Murphy has served in most of
the offices of the PDS and was the editor of the
society’s Monthly Bulletin for many years.

